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RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES / MASTER.PLAN -

The contemplated project involves vlong range development of recreational facilities
at Hellenberg Field Park on Monroe's east side. Generqlly; Hellenberg Fieldlis

a city owned site bounded on the south by East Front Street and the rear property
lines of residences located on the street, on the west by the Detroit and Toledo
Shore Line Railrood, and on the north and east by the south channeliof the River
Raisin. It is om‘icipdted that recreational boating aspects of the project, including
expansion of the boat launch and parking facilities, will be developed as a coopera-
tive venture between the Ci'ry of Monroe and the Michigan State Waterways Com-
mission. For other portions of the park development, the city will look to applic-

able state and federal programs as well as their own local funding mechanisms.

- CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS

The professional services agreement between the City of Monroe and Beckett and
Raeder Inc., dated 30 March 1983, outlined the desired scope of the project as

follows:

I.  Expansion of the launching ramp area.

2. Expansion of the parking facilities into the area presently occupied by the
~ ball fields.

3. Provision for adequate traffic circulation to the expanded ramp and parking

areas.
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In addition to those written requiremem‘s,;i’r was mutually ogreed.“'fh?ough verbal

communication that the project consider the following:

4,  The scope of services would also include preparation of a master plan for
the entire park.

5. An initial construction phase should be fden’rified for approximately $30,000.

EXISTING FACILITIES AND CONDITIONS |

Existing facilities at Hellenberg Field include a boat launch, paved parking lot,

comfort building, a softball diamond and a baseball diamond.

1. Boat Launch - The boat launch is a 44 foot wide reinforced concrete ramp
with two launching lanes. The ramp is built on fill material and prdjecis
into the river channel. The side slopes are protected with plain rip rap. The
ramp cu?)peors to be in good condition. .

2.  Paved Parking Lot - The parking lot is located immediately west of the launch
ramp and has a parking capacity of 42 cars with trailers. The lot is fully
developed with bituminous paving, concrete curb and gutter enclosed storm
drainage system, and area lighting.

3.  Comfort Building - The building is located within the parking area, and includes
men's and women's restroom facilities. »

L.  Softball Diamond - A lighted softball diamond exvi-sfs immediately west of
the parking lot. The diamond is no longer used for official league play and

is not being maintained in playing condition. It is the intention of the Recrea-

" tion Department to completely remove the facility in the near future.

-

US Department of Commerce
NOAA Coastal Services Cent@r Library
2234 south Hobson Avenue

Charleston, SC 29405-2413 J
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5. . Baseball Diamond - An unlighted baseball diamond and backstop exists in b
 the southwest corner of the Hellenberg Field area. A baseball diamond is
necessary to provide for the neighborhood recreation program. The recrea-.
tion director feels the diamond can either be left in its current location or |
be relocated to another area in the neighborhood. At this time, an alternative
~ site has not been id‘entified, therefore allowance for the diamond should be

made in the Hellenberg Field master pldn.

The topography of Hellenberg Field is relatively flat. During certain periods of
the year, particularly early spring, the entire site is subject to floodihg and ice
stacking. The total site is within the flood hazard zone defined by the Federal

Insurance Administration. This imposes development restrictions on any new struc-

‘tures and requires that they be elevated above predictable flood levels or otherwise

flood-proofed. The soils of the area are mainly poorly drained marshy soils with

some scattered fill areas. A considerable amount of dumped rubble exists along

the shoreline:

Water depths in the channel area adjacent to the existing boat launch in Augusf
1983 were fairly uniform in the 6'-8' range. Depths were recorded at random loca-
tions in the channel from a boat with a calibrated wood pole. At the time of mea-
surement, the water level was estimated to be qpproximcﬁe‘lvy 574.9. Low Water
Datum-is elevation 570.1. "As Bu;ih‘" drawings for the existing launch, dated April
I, 1969, indicate elevations for the channel bottom ranged from 567.2 to 570.1

at the time of original construction. Based on these field measurements, it does
not appear that there has been measurable siltation of the channel, and dredging

will not be necessary for expansion of the launch.
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Hellenberg Field is adjacent to residential and water-related commercial properties

along the §ou1h property boundary of the park. There are 15 residentially improved

~_ properties and 3 vacant lots. The mean age of the housing stock is 69 years-and

has a typical value of $15,000. Total aggregate value of residential property, includ-
ing vacant lots, is $228,000. Commercially improved property and vacant lots

are vqlued at $28,000. Total land in private control is 4.24 acres.

PARK MASTER PLAN

Proposals for long range development of the Hellenberg Field area were included
in the Lake Erie Gateway Development Plan Study prepared in 1380. The plan
recommends vltimate expansion of the land area through removal of Front Street

and relocation of the existing residences.

~The major function of the park was envisioned to be a 200 slip public marina and

expanded launch facility. The remainder of the park was designated as a site for

- winter sports activities and for the summer time "Old Frenchtown Days" festival

celebration. The plan also includes access to Sterling Island and use of the island
as a picnic and family park area. Other special features of the plan include a water-

side amphitheater, observation tower, fishing piers, and pedestrian/bicycle trails.

"HELLENBERG FIELD
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Subsequent to preparation of the Gateway Plon,:‘rhe che_rwoys Division of MDNR
concluded that they would hot participate in funding'or developement of the marina
~ since sailcraft access to the marina would be obstructed by the [-75 bridge over

the river, and they could not justify a marina exclusively for power boats.

The rémoval of Fronfr Street and relocation of residences is dependent on outside

funding, presumably from the Corps of Engineers, because of the magnitude of
costs involved. In or'der- to participate iﬁ a relocation program, the Corps must

determine that the recreoﬁonol benefits gained justify the expense. The Corps

has been in the process of making that determination.

The revised medium range master plan that follows (See Drawing 1) is based on
the assumption that a marina development is not possible and that residential

- relocation, even if found to be feasible, is a long range program.

The major components of the plan is an expanded boat launching and car/trailer
porking facility. The open park area 'ro.'fhe west will continue to be used for neighbor-
hood baseball, kite flying, open play, etc. The effective area of the park can be
expanded considerably with construction of a land fill or bridge connection to

Sterling Island. The island can be developed for picnic; nc’n‘;)re stuay, and other
passive activities. The expanded length of déveloped and accessible shoreline will
greatly improve fishing opportunities in the area. In addition, the island connection

will provide a protected basin for boat launching and recovery operations.
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RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES / MASTER.PLAN

The method ultimately utilized to achieve the connection between the mainland

ond Sterling Island will be subject to review by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. The land connection is the preferred link since it would p'rc;vide a longer
natural shoreline and could be landscaped to be more consistent with the character

of the total park. There is some question, however, whether it would restrict water

_ flow in the channel to such an extent as to be unnaceptable to the MDNR. If the

land connection is determined to be unacceptable, either a fixed prestressed con-

crete bridge or removable pontoon bridge could be utilized.

The opportunity to use the area as a site for the "Old Frenchtown Days" festival
continues to be attractive and worthy of further investigation and planning based
on the interest of the Monroe County Historical Commission, the sponsors of the

event. It appears the land area requirements for the festival can be adequately

~-met if residential properties in the western portion of the park can be acquired

and removed and a pedestrian connection can be made to allow use of Sterling
Island. (See Drawing 2). Parking for the festival can be accommodated on-site
and within the county owned parking lot south of Front Street. The total capacity

of these areas is estimated at approximately 635 cars.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION - LAUNCH RAMP AND PARKING EXPANSION

The project involves expansion of an existing facility, therefore, the general para-
meters of design and facilities location have been influenced by the existing develop-

ment. In general, the existing facility has functioned in a satisfactory manner.

'HELLENBERG FIELD
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RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES / MASTER-PLAN

Some problems however, have been encountered with congestion in the ramp area

durinzg periods 6{ peak usage. This is due in part to excessive user demand and'

“in part to the proximity of the ramp to circulation in the parking lot.

The proposed plan (See Drawing 3) recommends that the ramp area and its entering
and exiting drives be physically separated from the parking lot areas. Accordingly,

speéific areas can be provided for untying and staging the trailered craft, landing

~ the craft, and tie-down after recovery.

Necessary revisions to the existing parking lot to allow the separation will require
the removal of 19 car and trailer parking spaces and the construction of a new

landscape island and perimeter curbing.

. Expanded parking will be provided in a new parking lot west of the existing develop-

ment. The resultant capacity of the exisﬂng and new parking lots will be |6 spaces
for cars only and 88 spaces for cars and trailers based on a 10 foot stall width.

If a minimum stall dimension of 9 foot is used, the cdpocity can be increased to

96 spaces for cars and trailers. Development of the lot will include concrete curb
and gutter, bituminoqs paving, storm sewer, lighting and signage.

Expans-iorj of the launch area includes the addition of a 44 foot wide reinforced
concrete ramp northwest of the existing ramp. The new ramp will provide two

additional launching lanes for a facility total of 4. The proposed 44 foot wide space

P et T

'HELLENBERG FIELD
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RECREATIONAL BOATING FACILITIES / MASTER.PLAN

bei‘ween. the existing and proposed ramps will alioﬁ for dewatering of the construc-
tion area without intervrupfing use of the existing ramp. If future use of the fa- -
cility continves to increase, an additional two launching lanes could be added in |
the gap. The 60 foot wide drive and apron area adjacent to the ramps will be ex-

panded to the north limit of the new ramp.

Landscaping for the project includes lawn restoration in disturbed areas, shade

trees, and a hedge olbng the property lines of the existing residences.

The estimated project cost of all improvemenfs associated with the launch ramp

and parking expansion is $137,149.00. The detailed cost estimate included with

this report projects quantities for each item of the work.

- MATERIAL AND ITEM SPECIFICATIONS

The existing ramp and parking facilities were constructed in 1969. The generally
good condifion of the pavement after fourteen years of use indicates that the origi-
nal design specificqtions were adequate for a boat launching and parking function
or this particular site. -

Since s.oil conditions within the parking and rdmp expansion areas are comparable
to those in the area of the existing development, it is reasoned that the same pave-

ment specifications can be used for any future construction.

RN B e S
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Recommended material and item specifications are as follows:

I. Paved Parking Lot - 8" compacted oggregoté base with 2k" (275 Ibs. per s.y.)
asphalt surfacing conforming to M.D.0.T. No. 12 LC (1%") and 12 WM (1").
2. Curb and Gutter - 24" wide concrete conforming to M.D.O.T. Standard Detail
Ch. ‘ | ' |
3. Concrete Launch Ramp - 6" compoctedloggrega’re base and 6" thick concrete
‘ ramp reinforced with 6" x 12" no. 4 welded wire mesh.
4, Concréte Wheel Stop - 10" wide by 30" deep concrete curb reinforced with

no. &4 bars top and bottom. -

© 5. Concrete Sidewalk - 4" compacted aggregate base with 4" thick concrete

paving.

CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCING

The City of Monroe has identified a budget of approximately $30,000.00 for an

- initial improvement project at-the Hellenberg Field site. The first phase should

ideally incluéé q hew launch ramp and expcmsionb_f the parking area so that ad-

ditional user demand for the facility can be accommodated immediately.

The project plan indicates that revisions should be made to the existing parking

area to accommodate a new ramp and provide a more efficient operation of the
facility. The esﬂmotéd cost of the necessary lot revisions is $10,792.00 (see cost
estimate). The cost to construct ihe ramp is-‘estimated at $16,260.00. The minimum

cost of constructing the new parking lot with a gravel surface and not including

'HELLENBERG FIELD
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storm sewer, curb and gutters or lighting is estimated at $15,500.00. The total

construction cost estimate for the above improvements is $42,552.00 Contingen-

cies and engineering will add $9,361.00 for a project total of $51,913.00. The
recommended initial phase would require an additional budget appropriation of

$21,913.00.

Subsequénf to a meeting with representatives of the City of Monroe and THe_ MDNR

Waterways Division; where recommended initial construction was discussed, it

was determined that funding should be solicited for development of the complete
launch and parking facility. The current $30,000 allocation for immediate improve-
ments will be held as partial contribution to a larger construction project to be

undertaken in 1985.

--The'cos_'r'esﬁmote indicates that long range boating related improvements are pro-

jected at approximately $140,000. The Michigan State Waterways Commission

will be asked to fund $70,000 of improvements with the City of Monroe contributing
a like amount. The $140,000 will then b;-: used as matching funds for a grant request
to the Land and Water Conservation Fund. The LAWCON funds would be used

for non-boating impro‘ye'men'rs such as the bridge to Sterling:Island, development

of Sterling Island, shoreline sfobilli:zaﬁon», bicycle path, ;xnd landscape improvements

to the remainder of Hellenberg Field.
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" The total non-boating phase is estimated to be in the range of $115,000 to $170,000

depending on the method of connection between the mainland and Stgrling Island.
The stated estimated costs for booﬁngAphoses and non-boating phases do not incfude
the long range abandonment of Front Street and removal of the existing residences. '
Refer to the section on Existing Facilities and Conditions in this report for esti-

mated values of the residential properties.
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IPROJECT:’ Hellenberg Field

DATE: 29 August 1983

LOCATION: Monroe, MI
ESTIMATE: Preliminary PAGE: |
lPREF_’ARED BY:  John Beckett - Beckett and Raeder Inc.
l : Unit Unit
Qty. | Unit | . Description Cost Total TOTAL
l BOATING PHASE
I LAUNCHING RAMP AREA o
' Is Cofferdom and dewo’ferlng 2 4,000.00
60 cy |Aggregate base $ 15.00 © 900.00
1,760 sf |Concrete ramp 2 3.50 g 6,160.00
200 sy |Reinforcing mesh 2.50 500.00
Is Rip rap S 2,500.00
550 sf |Concrete widewalk ) 2.00 1,100.00
I 44 - f Concrete wheel stop S 25.00 1,100.00
Total Ramp: $ 16,260.00
l EXISTING PARKING LOT REVISIONS _
435 If |Curb removal 5 2.00 |§ 870.00
l 656 sy |Pavement removal S 1.50 [ $ 984.00
585 If Curb and -gutter 10.00 g 5,850.00
140 sy |Bituminous patching - 10.00 1,400.00
10 cy |Aggregate base 12.00 3 120.00
l 784 sf |Concrete paving S 2.00 1,568.00
Total Revisions: $10,792.00
l PROPOSED PARKING LOT
2,200 cy |Stripping and grading $ .40 |$ 3,080.00
2 ea |Adjust sewer structures $ 150.00. | $ 300.00
2 ea |Catch basins $1,000.00. { S 2,000.00
160 If |Storm sewer S 25.00 |$ 4,000.00
1,010 cy {Aggregate base $ 12.00 |S$12,120.00
1,595 If Curb and gutter $ 10.00 [ $15,950.00
830 tons | Bituminous paving g 35.00 229 ,050.00
2 | ea [|Lighting | 3,500.00 | % 7.000.00
l 4,300 | If |Pavement marking g 0.15 2 645.00
é ea |Signage 50.00 300.00
l ' Total Parking Lot: $ 74,445.00



lPROJECT: Hellenberg Field

DATE: 29 August 1983

LOCATION: Monroe, Ml
ESTIMATE: preliminary PAGE: 2
lPREPARED BY:  John Beckett - Beckett and Raeder Inc.
Unit Unit
Qty. | Unit Description Cost Total TOTAL
LANDSCAPING
700 cy |Topsoil spreading 1.50 g 1,050.00
3,500 sy |[Seeding ' 0.60 2,100.00
20 ea |Shade trees 200.00 |$ 4,000.00
350 If Hedge 8.00 {$ 2,800.00
Total Landscaping: $ 9,950.00
MISCELLANEQUS
Is [Skid pier . $ 2,000.00
Is '|Waterways marker sign $  400.00

is

Channel markers

Total Miscellaneous:
Total Construction Boating Phase

Contingencies
Engineering

Total Project Boating Phase

$ 1,500.00

$ 3,900.00

$115,347.00

g 11,535.00
10,267.00

$137,149.00



IPR_OJECT: Hellenberg Field : DATE: 29 August 1983

ILOCAT|ON: Monroe, MI ,
ESTIMATE: preliminary | PAGE: |

lPREPARED BY:  John Beckett - Beckett and Raeder Inc.

l Unit Unit
Qty. | Unit . Description Cost Total TOTAL
I NON - BOATING PHASE
< ~ |LAND CONNECTION (Option 1) $60,000.00
PRESTRESSED CONCRETE BRIDGE
(Option 2) $80,000.00
PONTOON BRIDGE (Option 3) $25,000.00
l Total: : $ 25,000.00 to
$ 80,000.00
l STERLING ISLAND IMPROVEMENTS
4 | ac. |Clearing zz,ooo.oo g 8,000.00
8,500 sy |Seeding 0.60 5,100.00
150 cy |Aggregate base ' S 12.00 |S 1,800.00
98 tfons |Bituminous service drive 1S 40.00 |S 3,920.00
Is  [Shoreline improvements $ 7,500.00
I {Total Sterling Island Improvements: $ 26,320.00
l ' BICYCLE PATH
600 cy |Stripping and grading N 3.00 |$ 1,800.00
103 cy |Aggregate base g 12.00 g 1,236.00
I 68 tons |Bituminous paving 40.00 2,720.00
Total Bicycle Path: ~$§ 5,756.00
l PARK LANDSCAPING ,
25,000 | sy |Seeding (incl. ballfield relocation) g 0.60 gls,ooo.oo
I 60 | ea [Shade trees : 200.00 |512,000.00
55 ea |Evergreen trees : S 125.00 |$ 6,875.00
I ‘ Total Park Landscaping: $ 33,875.00
Total Construction Non-Boating Phase $ 90,951.00 to
y ' $145,951.00
l Engineering and contingencies _ N 23,000.00
Total Project Non-Boating Phase ?I 13,951.00 to
I 168,951 .00
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